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 2013 Annual Report 
Mirror Lake Watershed Association 
PO Box 1300, Lake Placid, New York 12946


www.mirrorlake.net      

Greetings,


It’s that time of year when we update you on our activities including our educational outreach work.  We invite you to join us at our monthly meetings and ask for your donations and support.


We’ve had an extremely dynamic year.  The focus of our past activities continues to be to raise awareness and protect Mirror Lake and surrounding water bodies from adverse impacts to water quality. Again this year we increased our efforts to locate and harvest potential new invasive species, particularly variable leaf milfoil, before they become established.  

Year in Review

( Georgia Jones was awarded the Ninth Annual “Frog Award” for her continued efforts in promoting healthy water quality. The award this year was a spectacular photo of Mirror Lake donated by John Eldridge.
( A Lake Champlain Basin Program grant was obtained by the Village of Lake Placid with support from the Association. The grant funded a survey of the East side of Mirror Lake and conceptual design of a new stormwater system along Mirror Lake Drive, inside the Village limits. The goal is to create an improved system to divert stormwater away from the lake or treat before it enters the lake, thereby improving water quality. The total expenditure was $15,294 with the grant covering 50% equaling $7,647 and the Village covering the remaining 50%.
( Invasive species were harvested and inventoried around Mirror Lake and its watershed including Purple Loosestrife and Yellow Iris with the help of Brendan Quirion of Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program. This is ongoing annually to manage and contain the invasive plants and has shown remarkable effectiveness.  Because the plants are not widespread at this point, there is a high likelihood of success in containing these two species.  This year we saw a small increase in Purple Loosestrife and action was taken to eradicate. Other lakes have been invaded by Eurasian and Variable Leaf milfoil and spiny water fleas.  Mirror Lake is vulnerable to these aquatic species and in the future we need to be vigilant to prevent them from invading our lake.    
( Construction has started on an informational kiosk for Jewtraw Park in cooperation with the Mill Pond Association. An agreement with the Village of Lake Placid for placement of structure and in kind help with construction from The Village is moving along. The kiosk is 90% complete and will be ready for setup. 
( Water testing was re instated by NYS DEC this year and we participated. .  Visual inspection of the lake was favorable this summer. Test results will be available next spring  

`
Looking Ahead - Goals for 2014
In the coming year the MLWA has set the following goals:
· Seek funding from The Lake Champlain Basin program to further the final engineering design on stormwater improvements on The East side Of Mirror Lake.

· Continuing to inventory and harvest Purple Loosestrife, Yellow Iris, and Japanese Knotweed and continue searching for potential new invasive species, especially milfoil. 

· Seeking a writer to write monthly articles to educate the public concerning water quality issues.
· Designing and construction of an informational kiosk with facts about Mirror Lake to be placed by Peacock Park walkway.

· Expanding our area of concern downstream to include the Chubb and Ausable Rivers and helping to implement a Watershed management plan for them and continue to monitor the successful beetle release at Mill Pond to control the invasive Purple Loosestrife.
· Researching and promoting more “lake friendly” products such as de-icing agents and non-phosphate lawn fertilizers, which are available locally.  

· Continuing the on going effort to clean-up Mirror Lake’s under water garbage and surrounding areas.

The above goals are in addition to our regular activities, which include storm drain stenciling, shoreline cleanup, and the placement of posters and informational articles in the Lake Placid News to increase awareness. Please check out our web site, soon to be updated: www.mirrorlake.net.


As you can see 2013 has been a busy year but this coming year we hope to top this past year’s activities.  If you have an interest in the well being of our precious Mirror Lake, please join our team.  We meet the second Monday of every month at 5 pm at the Mirror Lake Peacock Beach House, or you may contact Bill Billerman, our chairman, at 523-8925. The MLWA is an entirely volunteer organization with no paid staff of office. 
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