'LP Board
approves
stormwater
ordinance

By JULIE SMITH
Enterprise Staff Writer

LAKE PLACID - Monday
evening, the Lake Placid Village
Board approved a joint stormwater
management ordinance for the village
of Lake Placid and town of Nomh
Elba that targets stormwater control
on bath small and large projects.

The ordinance states that landown-
ers in the village or town must obiain
permits from the building inspector’s
office before creating any “new
Imperyvious surfaces™ measuring more
than 1,000 sguare feet on their prop-
erties.

“It will keep siormwater on the site
and not flood neighbors® properties,”

said Hill Billerman, Lake
Placid/North Elba  Joint Review
Board chairman.

The ordinance muost alsa he

ippraved by the MNorth Elba Town
Board — which will next meet
Tuesday, August 13 — before it can
be implemented.

Despite the Village Board s unani-
mous approval of the plan, the notion
of stormwater control enforcement
wis rmaised repeatedly during the
meeting.

"We're passing legislation that
will just be put on the shelf,” Mayor
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Roby Poeliti said. “We're not
going to get enforcement until
the building department has time
to enforee iL”

Politi, Billerman ond wvillage
trustees agreed that the buiiding
inspection affice is not adequate-
ly staffed to perform ils current
duties — let alone fo enforce
new stormwater management
legislation., Department expan-
sion would benefit the village
and town in several respecis,
Paoliti said.

But Billerman said he believes
this legislation will educate land-

buyers.

“Whether or not it peis
enforced, it"s part of the educa-
ticnal process of the applicant,”
hie said.

Several trustees were opli-
mistic about appraving the plan.

“By doing this, we're letting
our downstream neighbors know
we are concerned about whal
Lake Placid sends their way,”
trustee Pat Gallagher smd.

In the plan, the eonstruction of
new driveways and rools [new
Impervious surfaces') measuring
ppwards of 1,000 square feel
will require a $25 permit, to be
obtained by the land owner, This
fee will mandate the implementa-
tion of on-site stormwater control

systems, such as drains and
crowned surfaces, tw prevent
stormwater run-off from spilhng
onto pearby properties.

The re-raofing or re-paving of
existing surfaces will not require
a permit

The plan, with its 1.000-
sguare-foot threshald, is a slight-
|y modified version of the com-
prehensive plan presented to the
Willage Board earlier this year.

The Village Board held a pub-
lic hearing on the slormwater
plan March |1, where the resi-
dents’ main concern was that
small projects would be bur
dencd by an increased review
PriLess.



