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Drain law: Ordinance seeks to reduce amount of stormwater runoff
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drywells, lined pits containing
crushed rock, blind ditches ar
retention ponds — that would
keep most of the slormwater
drained by the property on the
pr&p:m_.- itself and out of Placil
and Birror lakes,

For the most part, the members
of the Lake Placid Village Board
and the Morth Elba Town Board
wine sat for Monday night's hear-
ing seemed to view the stormwa-
ter ordinance favorably.

Three provisions of the opd-
nince, owevar, were questiomed;

=standards for granmling wan-
ances to the ordinonce;

sthe need for o schedule of
fees and fines associoted with per-
miting and enforcing the ondi-
narsee:; ard

athe inchesion of crushed stone
and packed earth in the definition
of “impervious surfaces.”

When Morth Elba lown super-
visopr Shirley Seney did Some
quick figunes in her head, she real-
ized that the resurfacing of her 50-
by-12-foot driveway — adding
up to 6,000 sguare feel — might
require 2 permit under the new
ordinance,

“You mean that if T put down
crusher stone to upgrade the sur-
face on my driveway, I'll have o
have permic?” Seney asked. "No,
don’t think sef"

Bill Billerman, one of the
awthors of the proposed ordinance
andd chairman of the town and vil-
lage"s Joint Review Board, which

would hawve jurisdiclion owver
major projects under the new law,
addressed Seney’s guestion.

“If the surface s already
impermeable,” Billerman said,
“na permit would be needed. But
if the slope of the drivewny were
changed, or new material were

15 the permit process one with
a fee?" Politi asked,

"1 think you have to have some
kb of fee," Billarmaon replied.

*And will there be fines nssoci-
ated with this? nsked Supervisor
Szney. “Is there o schedule pre-
pared somewhere for those?”

used, then a per- The matter of o
mit  would  be schedule of fines,
T e The matter of 377" 0"

afer futher 3 gehedule of

discussiaon

fees, would hove
i be rTesolved

Billerman mr.-:l before o  wvaole,
that mﬁding ﬁI:I'ES,. ﬂ.lﬂng Billerman admit-
“packed carth and with set fees, e
CTUS sfome” :

among ihe would have to more subject tha

“impervious swr-
faces™ covered by
the sommwater
law was Inappro-
priate, since they
are mob truly imperyious

Anarmey Janet Bliss noted that
the oedinance allowed for vari-
ances to be granted.

“But have you considered
under whal circamstances and by
what siandards those variances
wiotlht be approved ™ she asked,

Billerman admitted that those
drafting the proposed |aw had not
considered that guestion, and
agreed that standards for granting
varlances would have o be
included in the final draft of the
low when it is vted upon by the
taw and village boards.

Lake Placid Mayor Roby Polii
beoached the subject of fees for
issuing the sopmwaier manage-
ment permits called for in the
ordinance,

be resolved
I:nefnrje e a vote.

drew mich oon-
suleration ot
Monday night's
public h:arin?:
Wonld the permit-
ing for small projects put loo
miich exira work on the desk of
o and village Code Officer Jam
Morganson?

“What concerns me most s
hoving mone bureaucratic red tape
on regidents,” said Mayoer Polit,
“amd more burden on the people 10
(the code enforcement) depart-
ment.”

Politi asked Morgonson how
he felt about the ordimance hime-
sl f.

“l think voluntary coempliance
for the minge projects (3,000 to
15,000 square feet) is an easies
sell for me," Morganson said
“We just need 1o gel out there and
educate people, and | think we'd
have the same results.

“The drivewnys arc going o be

the bigpest problem with this law,
and the ones we need 10 @lk with
right away are the pavers who
install them.”

Ceorgia Jones, one of the law’s
deafters, said that driweways,
fence construction and other
mingr projects are, collectively,
among the largest contribuiors of
silt runff into Plackd and Mirror
lakes, resulling in the reduction of
the lokes™ water-bearing capacity.

Permiting for the minor pro-
jects, Jores s2id, was as imporiant
as Tequiting engineering plans for
stormwater drainage on the major
developments.

“If permiting (by the code
enforcement office) i needed, and
one person can’t do L then the
pnswer is o get another persom,
not o MOT do it.” Jones asserted

David  Ackerman, another
member of the commities that
deafted fhe peoposed ordinonce,
noted that in Lake George, where
4 similar law hos been in place
since 1990, the oxle enforcement
officer said that he handled about
10 permic reguests o yeor [or
iipor projects.

“Ten more permits here would-
n't be that big an increase,”
Ackerman sugpested,

Even so, Morganson sokf, “l
would mach rafher have an educa-
tional process, rather than going
cat and felling people they ane in
violation of the Low.”

“] think we need this for the
major projects,” Polith said, “but
couldn't we institute thiz for the
first vear on on educotional trial
hasts for the minor projects, and

then chamge it if we've got it
wromg ™

Oiher board members respond-
ed that, opce a law is passed, it's
the law; o “mal law” would be
problematic.

“The way o change a law,
onee it's passed, is to rescind it
and start over,” noted Moath Elba
Councilman Jay Rand.

In the end, Billerman summa-
rized the changes that would have
o be made in the ordinance as it
wias suhenitted for the public hear-
ing before it could be vobed upan
by the Morth Elba and Lake Placid

ks
sgtrike “crushed stone™ and

“packed carth" from the list of
impervious surfaces covered in
the new law,

sdevelop critenia for granting
variances 1o the ordinance: and

screate o fee scheduls and a
list of fines for vielating specific
provisions of the ondinance,

The next step will be for the
village and town boards io take up
the ordinance in their regualar busi-
ness mestings, whese they can
vole il Hp or down,

Federal |aw  reqoires  that
municipalities like Lake Placid
and Morth Elba develop proce-
dires for managing semwaler
runoff by 2003,

Storm-drain law

clear

Ststor”

d

hurdle
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AKE PLACID A
proposed law
designed to reduce

fthe amount of stoermwater
mnoff careying silt fyns
and pollutants disle Placid
and Mirror lakes apreared
lo pagy muster Mondny
night at 2 joint meeting of
the village and town boards.
The Proposed
Stormwater Management
Ordinance, prepared  In
December 1939, would
requIre property awners ond
contractoes o Lake sieps o
Ereatly reduce stormwater
runedT from resurfacing or
develogament projects

Gmall, private landscap-
INE o pardening projects
involving less than 5,000
square  feed would he
exemg from the oidinance.

S!EI.:Ir'I comstruction  or
!l'-S'.IF.!.'IE:u!: |1r.'_1_"|r|:|:5 i) v-
RE Delween 5,000 and

LU0 square Teel would
1w 12 have o “siormwater
nanagement permit,” o be
Lisued by the town and vil-
tage’s code enforcement
of fheer,

Developers

I ) proposing
mojay projects involving
mare han | 5,000 smare

feel would have o submit
enginecring  plans  for
review showing stormwater
contrel measures —  like
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